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assent to general mobilization; but the order was rescinded the same evening (Nicholas having received in the meantime an encouraging telegram from William) and one for partial mobilization was substituted. The next day (July 30, N.S,) lanushkevich and Sazonov prevailed upon Nicholas to revert to his earlier decision: the partial mobilization order was revoked and general mobilization was decreed instead.
The Russians were aware that the step they were talcing was of the utmost gravity. On July 29, N.S., Sazonov was warned by the German ambassador that ''further continuation of Russian mobilization measures would force us to mobilize/7 Sir Arthur Nicolson summed up well the situation when he observed, on the same day, that "the resources of diplomacy are, for the present, exhausted." Austria proclaimed general mobilization on July 31, N.S., and France and Germany on August 1, N.S. German ultimatums to Russia and France demanding the suspension of military preparations were rejected, and Germany declared war on Russia on August 1, N.S., and on France on August 3, MS.; the Austrian declaration of wrar on Russia was delayed until August 6, N.S. The Italian government, after some abortive negotiations concerning the possibility of Austria's ceding the Trentino to Italy "by way of compensation," decided that the war was due to an "act of aggression" on the part of Vienna and that the casus foederis had not arisen; Italy therefore remained neutral. Sir Edward Grey had striven desperately to keep England out of the war. To the despair of Poincare and Sazonov his non-committal attitude as to England's future course was maintained up to August 1, N.S. The German ultimatum to Belgium (August 2, N.S.) and a marked shift in British parliamentary and public opinion (even though Lord Morley and John Burns resigned from the cabinet on August 2, N.S., because of the decision to defend the French Atlantic coast against a German attack) triumphed over his hesitations. A British ultimatum to Berlin requesting that Belgian neutrality be respected was followed by a declaration of war (August 4, N.S.), a development William and Bethmann Hollweg had failed to foresee.
The financial, trade, and colonial rivalries of the great Powers had BO immediate part in framing the fateful decisions of July and August 1914,, although they might have influenced the attitude of European statesaaeEL Big business, with its far-flung international connections, dreaded the disruptive and ruinous effects of war, and its efforts, espe-